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Maclaine's Letters ta Same 


„ 
patriotiſm (not much unlike that principle of 
pretended amity and political proſelytiſm which 
now deſolates the earth), zealous to oppreſs every 
other country in order to extend the uſurpations 
of his own, and to eſtabliſh the fancied proſperity 
of one part of the world upon the real deſtruction 
of the reſt. To preſerve a citizen was among the 
firſt of their ſocial duties, and rewarded with 
their public honours; whilſt all nations not 
Politically affianced with them were conſidered 
ad.barbarians, connected perhaps by the relation 
of common nature, but deprived by them of 
all it's common rights, and made not infre- 
quently the victims of the moſt * wanton na- 
tional inhumanity. The moſt enlightened of 
their philoſophers have indeed reaſoned with 

| preciſion and declaimed with eloquence upon 
the nature and extent of human duty, and have 

_ deduced it with ability from the mutual depen-- 
dencies and affections of our nature, and from 


* In che farage conrels of e e 8 
| © Home in ahnen mat mats of Seneca ds ii. f. 
Homo fam—bumani nihil a me alienum puto. T0: - 
perk 1+ dre i wh le fs Bn vs wi 
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our relation: to the common Father and IA? 


| Governour of the world*, who, they diſcovered, 
would be moſt acceptably worſhipped when his 


attributes were moſt faithfully imitated 5; and 
whoſe concern for the welfare of man mani- 
feſted itſelf in the works of creation deſtined 
to his uſe, and in the gift of thoſe talents 
and propenſities which ſo ſtrongly impel him 
to ſocial | hap pineſs, and ſo eminently qualify 
him for it. The affected apathy of one popular 


ſect | of antiquity, and the ſelfiſh indulgence of 


another, made no part of the original ſyſtems 
of their reſpective fou nders ; for it was an 


eſtabliſhed principle of the one, that all earthly 
. was created for the uſc of man, but man : 


* * 


a 3601414 xa; 06 „ AYTHN n 5 Txy 
duraloc - & yay d tro Fe; Ti 79 OTAIA® Four sat. . . . TAY- 
THE N HA ipin ra, xal Thr fei ixIpar & ear pda it A 
xa} Ant MEN ON ra OYAEN AEI AIKAIOEYNHE, Lea 3 


bro veel. ®IATAY* xa} To» AIR 5 70 MAAIETA @IAIKON 
81104 dont. . Apirer. HI. Nixop. N. a. 


„ Omnibus ille idem pater eſt, Lucret. 2. 991. by 


Satis Deos coluit quiſquis 0 eſt, mY Ep. 95: oy 
Zeno and Epicurus. : 


Ls e 1 


If 
* 
* * 


the Prophets 


1 3 


%/ 


b Placuit Ctoiciz que in tertis gignantar ad uſum hominum 
FFT 
inter ſe aliis alii prodeſſe poſſent. Tull. Off. 1. 7. Epicurus qui - 
dem ita dicit, omnium rerum, quas ad beatè vivendum _ 
** comparaverit, nikil efſe majus amicitid, nihil aberius. “ Tull. de 


Fin. 1. 20. . 5 05 
1 Academies, _ 
* See Harris's Edlay on 


m Matt. v. 43. , - „ | „„ 44 


FN 


„ 

« they feared not God, and were contrary to all 
% men. The ſingular frame of their polity 
and ritual as their worſhip were wiſely calculated 
by their divine Legiſlator to preſetve them from 
the idolatry of the ſurrounding nations, and to 
ſanctify unto himſelf, as the depoſitary of his 
religion, a holy and peculiar people: but thoſe 
prohibitions which he directed againſt -a com- 
munion . of the ſuperſtitions and impurities 
of the Gentiles they perverſely applied to 
the unalienable rights and duties of human 
ity; and that vengeance. which they were 
eſpecially commiſſioned to execute againſt ſeven 
devoted nations”, they were eager to extend to 
the whole race of mankind, —The enmity, 
which more particularly ſubſiſted between. the 
Jews and the Samaritans on account of 'their 
religious differences, was, as all enmity derived 
from the ſame impure and turbid ſource uſually 
has been, violent and deſtructive. To the 
queſtion .in my text therefore,' propoſed by a 


* 4 
1 * 


teacher 


(27:1 
'_ _ teacher; of the Jewiſh law willing to juſtify bim- 
ſelf, —ambitious to prove that he had adequately 
diſcharged his ſocial duty, and /oved his neighbour 
as bimſelf—our Saviour replied in the elegant and 
pathetic parable of the good Samaritan ;'and by 
that direct and eloquent appeal to the law of 
univerſal obligation, the law of nature i, written 
in his heart, he convinced the preſumptuous and 
ſelf. ſatisfied Scribe, that his benevolence was not 
to be circumſcribed by the boundary of his 
country, or the pale of his religion; and that it 
was but a branch of his duty to his neighbour 
to adminiſter to the neceſſities and to bind up 
the wounds, not only of a ſuffering member of 
his own tribe or nation, but even of an alien 
and an enemy, not only of the Jew but of the 
Samaritan alſo, whenever * exi ee re- 
quired ſuch ſervice. 


Compaſſion | is a natural PI er which the 


1 Qui civium rationem dicunt ae externorum negant, 
hi dirimunt' communem humani generis ſocietatem et adverſus i 
Deos immortales impii, ab iis enim conſtitutam ſocietatem ever- 
- tunt, CE ood , 
| | contem=- 


contemplation of human n e ex- 

cites in the human mind; and to do unto others 
ar we would they ſhould do unto us, was a re- 
_ ceived moral axiom both of the law of nature 
and of Moſes. The Scribe could not therefore, 
| at determined blindneſs and deliberate cru- 


ok even u dns, un tee Ae to. 


would fool himſelf entitled, and which in this 
 firiking/ example had been received'z| he could 

not, without the painful reproof of his con- 
ſcience, the condemnation of his heart, paſt by 
on the other fide. —To correct this uncharitable 
temper, to ſoften tho hard heart and expand the 
eontracted underſtanding, the Goſpel breathes 
the pure ſpirit of univerſkt benevalence, remind- 
ing us that God hach made of one . 
© nations of men, exhorting us to honour all 

to do good unto all men. * Love your enemies, 
« bleſs them that curſe. you, do _—_ to them 


* . 
4 1 *% 

- 
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1 see Whitby on Matt. vi. 12. . 13 „ W 


Al i. 26, 0 
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that 


* 
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AE 


6 fully uſe you and perſecute you; that ye may 
be the children of your Father which is in 


_ « heaven: for he maketh his ſun to riſe on the 


4 evil and on the good, and ſendeth his rain on 


« the juſt and on the unjuſt.— Be ye therefore 


re that hate you, a pray for them that deſpite- 


8 perfect, even as your Father which is in hea- 


« yen is perfect.” His goodneſs is infinite. 


40 The Lord i is loving unto e man, and his 


10 merey is over all his works. We cannot, | 


it is obvious, like our all-perfe& Ache 
clude the whole creation within the circle of 


our actual beneficence; but the operation of our 
will, the wiſh and ſtudy to do good, are illimi- 


| table. The great luminary of heaven viſits 
with his light diſtant worlds and other ſyſteins, 


although his genial warmth and beneficial influ- 
7 ences. be felt only within his own, by thoſe bo- 


dies which move in orbits round his centre, and 


: maintain the order and harmony of their courſes 
5 by W of his attraction. . We can che. 


Pf. cxlv. 9. 
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2 = 


Sz | + A x Ly 
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e affection of univerſal charity, and give 
to it juſt activity and effect by works of love 


| and mercy to all whom Providence hath placed 
within the ſphere of our exertions, and intended 


:onſequently to be the objects, the **ncighbours,” 
upon whom our ſocial affections ſhould operate. 


We can diſcharge all the relative duties of life, 


as men and brethren, magiſtrates and citizens, 


- maſters and ſet vants, friends and dependents, 


high and low, rich and poor, one with another. 
God hath ordained the diſtinctions of. ſociety 
and the incquality of temporal advantages for 
our improvement in piety and virtue, to perfect 
our hope and faith by the trials of affliction, 


and our charity by the opportunities thus ef- 


forded for the exerciſe of it, His infinite wiſ- | 


dom and almighty power might have annihilated. 
thoſe diſtinctions and that inequality; but he 


eee knee i CAT uns | 


and employments, of rank and Be 


has delegated man to man, in onder to bind 


thein to each —— and has es the opulent 
and 


g the generous ſentiment, _—_ 


the whole intelligent creatior 


that exalted prin- 


ciple of love which inſpires every act and intent 


of his own wiſdom and power; that principle 


which reconciled God unto” man, however it 
hat ee e 


CI 


N n _— tocon 


It is be that our an bon in the 


Na of the good Samaritan, and in the paf 


ſige quoted from the Evangeliſt (which perhaps 
more ſtrongly than any others inculcate univerſal 
benevolence) reſts this duty upon à motive and 
an argument common to every code of religion 
and morality upon natural compaſſion and 
the ordinary diſpenſations of Providence, whoſe 
temporal bleſſings deſcend, without diſtinction, 

upon the evil and upon the good. He had not 
yet b tl brad e e ba his 


— — 


/ 


"XY 


tn} 


miſſion, nor made a full c communicytion. of: the 


knowledge of his gien and therefore urged 
not to the diſciple of the Law thoſe ſublime 


motives and awful ſanctions which are peculiar 


to the Goſpel. . Theſe however belong to us 
and to our children for ever. We have received 
more abundant mercy, redemption and the pro- 
miſe of eternal life ; we have a model of tran- 
ſcendent perfection propoſed to our imitation, 
not only of the goodneſs which created and 
preſerves us, but of that ineſtimable love — as 
much beyond our conception as our merit 
which moved an offended God to give his only- 
begotten Son to make propitiation for our ſins 
by his own perſonal ſufferings. Our relation to 
the God of our fathers is alſo more intimate and 
dignified ; we are his children and heirs by 
adoption through Chriſt, the partakers, the 
temples, of his holy Spirit, who delighteth to 
ünſtruct, to comfort, and to dwell in us. The 
love of our brethren, an original inſtin& of our 
nature, is by his ſpecial command made the 
diſtinctive character of our profeſſion, the teſt 


a 


10 } 


of © our obedience,” the conſtituent of our virtue 
upon earth, the conſummation of our happineſs, 
the perfection of our glorified nature in heaven; 


where, when the gifts of inſpiration ſhall have 


ceaſed, and faith and hope ſhall have terminated | 


in viſion and enjoyment, charity, greater than 


theſe, all never fail. + Our encouragement in 
the obſervance of this new commandment (new 


in the degree, the motives, and the relations; 
under which the love that it enjoins is to be ex- 
crciſed) i is as ſignal and momentous as or penalty 

in the -breach-of it is awakening'and terrible; 


5 It is not that we ſhall inherit the land, or be 


cut off from it—it is not that we ſhall'rejoice 
in the teſtimony of a -good: conſcience, or ago- 
niſe under the pangs of an evil one in this 


life only — but that in another we ſhall | ſuc- 
ceed to everlaſting reward or everlaſting puniſh- - 
ment, to happineſs or to | miſery, infinite in 
degree and eternal in duration. Theſe ſublime 
motives, theſe ' awful ſanctions, cannot fail to 
operate powerfully upon our reaſon and upon 
our will. „to correct the errors of our un- 

| | derſtanding, 


e 


— 


* 7 


— 


to improve und- perfect the occaſional 
| impulſe of our benevolence into permane 
habit of Chriſtian charity, to direct appetite 
bean them upto fuch as they may defire with all 
, and in the enjoyment of which 
they ay acquire v en ne Oe come. 


8 
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bg „ Dy j » F-13558 333 
> 00 A 1 I SLES 5 


Well has it been remarked by a learned advo- 
morate, that among all the nations of an- 
« tiquity there is no inſtance to be found of any 
« ſuch eſtabliſhment as an Infirmary.” — Men do 
not gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles— 
every tree is known by its fruits a 
of the fair growth of Chriſtian 
are :the offspring, the evidences, and the- or- 
naments of a pure and reformed: religion. 
Splendid fabrics, raiſed by the laviſh ſaperſti 
tion FRO n age and church, maintained in 
loiſtered ind lence an : uſeleſs -and burdenſome 


| ſerved, the child of the ' needy taught t 
knowledge of ſalvation, the meritorious or 


helpleſs aged enabled ſtill to ſubſiſt, the of- 


fender reclaimed. to virtue, the infirm reftored 
are. noble monuments of to „ Him on 
"> and of good will on earth: luminous 
and acceptable proofs of the love of our 


1 I 
4 n : a 92 , p p 1 * By N , 
” 1.-® - | 2 8 | 1 I * : ; / | : 


* 


. 4 : * * 2 
#7 * * » : * * 
IS 7 — 3 5 


object of the provident and 
bious eſtabliſhment which now ſolicits your pro- 
human nature under her ſe- 


protected, the deſerted infant pre- 


1 


* , * 
rr 
e 
3 4 


«« deprives ſickneſs of relief, and fcknek deprives 

#6 poverty even of ſubſiſtence; when the necefſi- 
tous victim of diſeaſe or accident muſt either 
languiſh in ſilence and obſcurity, --or periſh 


| heſitate to grant to fraud or importunity the 
meed of indigent and modeſt. merit: but the 
10 ery forms of this inſtitution are a ſecurity 
againſt every impoſition upon your bounty, 


tenſive poſſeſſions than by the virtues which 


ay 


of well-meaning ignorance or raſh empiriciſm. 
In the caſual claims made upon your benevo- 
lence, it is frequently difficult to aſcertain the 


N 


more ſuddenly by ſome hazardous experiment 


pretenſions of the petitioner; and you prudently 


and a faithful and vigilant economy precludes 
every abuſe of it. — To thoſe then among us 
leſs diſtinguiſhed by their elevated rank and ex- 


' adorn them, who by their munificent patronage, 
their authority, their example, have laboured 
together with God in this work of love—to 
. thoſe who haye advanced from the retirements 
of ſcience, to bear the heat and burden of the 
day in an active ſuperintendance and a pro- 


* 


N 9 5 8 4 


vident adminiſtration of it — to the learned 


medical profeſſors for the gratuitous exerciſe 
of their talents, more valuable than any pecu- 
niary contribution to thoſe who have en. 


miniſtered in ſpiritual things, ſpeaking peace to 
the troubled conſcience, when waked to a lively : 


ſenſe - of fin by the chaſtening hand of God 
to theſe diſtinguiſhed characters of beneyolence, 
theſe liberal and zealous patrons of: e MT 


«things are pure, lovely, and of good report” 


their: Parent Univerſity offers the tribute of "5 


praiſe: a tribute which, while it flows from 


the pureſt ſources of human honour, to genius 


gives honeſt fame, and around virtue throws 


new luſtre. Their example, ſhe doubts not, will. 


operate powerfully where exhortations trite and 


2 might, wy of * 25 vl | e 
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Y Of a a term P frequently on ſo joolely afed, it ; may be ofcful 
to recolle& the deſcription given by an accurate Logician. The 
eriginal power which the mind poſſeſſes of being taught, we call | 
natural capacity and this in ſome degree is common to all men: 
the /uperior facility of being taught, which /eme poſſeſs above the 
reſt, we call GN IVS.“ Harris Phil. Arr. 8, 


v TO quidem ipſam, fili, to each of her * ogg. ſons 
D may 


cor 


Charity, thus embodied and e vidble; will 
excite in the warm hearts and cultivated minds: 
of ingenuous youth thoſe affoctions and that 
- admiration to which her attractions have ſo fol, 
ſo fair a claim. To ſuch, | who: chevi 
amiable propenfities of their nature, Pry the: 
benevolent ſpirit of their religion, prepared. to, 

obey the gracious commands; and imitate the; 
holy example of its Author, who healed every 
diſeaſe and ſickneſs of his people, andi Has 
promiſed that the ſervica which we do unto; 
one of the leaſt of er Benthrens) be 
will accept as done himſelf and walb 
reward” with eternal life Unto: ſuck: it is 
enough that he has iid, * Go and db» tham 
like wiſe Should there among ſuch bo one: 
ftom conſtitution, or from habit, / leſs: diſpoſed; 
» accuſtomed, to feel the full force of theſe 
tapenſities, the urgent authority of theſe com- 
. to him, lot ma endaavour ta. give a new 
impulſe, let me e into the houſe of 


may ſhe be FR, to ay, et 1 FACIEM HONESTY ; 
vides, qu... mirabiles amores excitaret-ſui; Tull. OK. 1. 
nl, : mourning; 


L 10 1 
mourning ; ' vide thy a” Of languiſhing upon 


the bed of ſickneſs: mark well the ſufferings 


of his body, the ſorrows of his ſoul ; the breath - 


leſs anxiety of thoſe dependent, for their daily 


bread, upon his health and ſtrength—or view 


him, by the way-fide, the bleeding victim of 1 


accident, or of violence, ſtript of his raiment, 


| wounded, and half-dead—wilt thou © ſhut up 5 
_ « thy compaſſion” and harden thy heart againſt . 


thy poor brother ? Wilt thou hide thyſelf from 


thine own fleſh ? Wilt thou—an uncharitable 
| Prieſt or more inhuman. Levite—look upon 
his miſery, and paſs by on the other fide? 
| Wilt thou not rather, liſtening to the cry 
of nature and the command of God thou 
ſurely wilt—with the good Samaritan ſtop, 
on thy way, bind up his limb, and pour oil 
into his wound —leaving the cold-hearted Seribe . 


.* s 10 who is my OT 2 


THE END. 
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